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A Message from the State Deputy 
 
Brothers All,   
 
 
 We are approaching Easter and most of us will be busy with Holy Week on Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter services when our Lord ascended into heaven. 
 
 Easter Monday begins our next step to revitalizing our council membership with the 
goal of obtaining Star Council.  With Lent over, every council should have a blitz during the 

first three weeks of April.  It has been the custom and the records  prove that North Carolina adds more member-
ship in the Spring than any other time of the year.  Your state council and I are counting on every council to put 
forth maximum effort to bring in new members between now and June 30th.  At this time, I want to send out a 
big thank you to all of the Grand Knights and their councils for their participation in many, many programs that 
set North Carolina above all other states.   
 
 I look forward to seeing all of my brother Knights at the State Convention in May.  I know that we will be 
giving out a record number of awards that you and your councils deserve for your dedication to our order.  I look 
forward to presenting these awards at our State Convention this year. 
 
 Our State Chaplain, Msgr. Bellow, is now fully recovered and is looking forward to being at the State Con-
vention where he can thank all of his brother Knights for their prayers  on his behalf. 
 
 The òFood for Familiesó was a great success in North Carolina as the councils provided a 41% participa-
tion in this new program.  Our state councils were Number #1 in our District and a special thanks to our new 
Chairman, Ray Wycoff, PSD.   
 
Cheryl and I wish you and your Families, a Blessed and Holy Easter. 
 
Vivat  Jesus, 
 
Dave Jones,  
State Deputy 
  

www.catholicvoicenc.org 
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Dear Brother Knights 
  

Vivat Jesus 
  

 Thanks be to God, many prayers, and wonderful doctors I am once again among the liv-
ing.  The past few months have clearly demonstrated to me the loving mercy of our God.  His plan 
for us is certain and loving.   I am writing this letter having just returned from the chrism Mass in 
our cathedral with our bishop and most of the priests of the diocese of Charlotte.  Renewing our 
priestly promises took on a whole new meaning for me.  The call to priesthood is not an honor but 
a grace and a blessing.  It is a call to service centered in the Body of Christ.  Holy Week reminds us 
of the absolute love our God has for each one of us. 
  

 Thursday we celebrate the institution of the Holy Eucharist and the beginning of the sacra-
ment of Holy Orders.  Twelve people will have their feet washed as an example of the humility of 
our Savior and that same humility we are called to as His people.  We will process with the Holy 
Eucharist to a place of reservation and worship----keep vigil---until midnight.  Do we realize the 
example that should give us ----as we have been served we  must also serve ---as we have been fed 
we must also feed.  There is so much hunger in this world.   As Knights we are called to serve the 
poor by our prayers and our good works. 
  

 Friday, the one day in which the Mass is not celebrated, is a day we call Good.    Why is it 
good?  Is suffering and death good?  It is the day in which our Savior completed His work.  He 
died for us so that we may die to our sins.  He suffered for us so that our suffering might be joined 
to His and be meritorious for us.  We come and venerate the cross----the sign of contradiction be-
comes for us the sign of our salvation.  Jesus tells us that in carrying the crosses we are called to 
bear we are identified with him.  In a world that calls for all creature comforts the cross stands out 
as a sign of self giving love.  In our service to our brothers and sisters we are called to be signs that 
go against the worldly glories and point to the glories of the cross. 
  

 In the stillness of Saturday night a fire will be lit and from that fire a candle.  We will pro-
claim that Christ is our light.  The Easter vigil will begin.  We will hear of the movement of God 
through human history.  The Gloria will be sung and we enter into the glory of Easter.   Easter, the 
celebration of life, a life won for us by Jesus' resurrection from the dead.  With great joy we cele-
brate the central feast of our church.  We are called to celebrate because our Lord has risen as He 
said and given each of us a share in His life. 
  

 May this Easter touch each of us, transform us, and lead us to a greater love and a greater 
service to all of God's people. 
  

A Blessed Easter to each of you.  May you and your Councils and all your families be blessed. 
  

With praise and thanksgiving. 
  

Msgr. Richard M Bellow 

--  
Peace and all good things  
Monsignor Bellow 
msgr.bellow@gmail.com 
 

 

I recently changed my email address. 
My new email address is: 
msgr.bellow@gmail.com    

Please update your records.  
Monsignor Richard Bellow 

14740 Stumpton Rd. 
Huntersville, NC 28078 

(704) 948-0231 
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Retention for April 
 

 Just a reminder, for those of you who are serious about Retention and have not yet begun 
to collect your members Emergency Numbers, please get started. (A contact number of someone 
not living with the brother who knows how to make contact with them). The need for this has 
never been more apparent. During March, I received well over 80 Notices of Intent to suspend.  
Over 63% of the brothers have been lost. No good phone number and no longer residing at the 
address on file. Some councils have done a good job of following the process, others are simply 
marking the form that the Brother has been contacted on a specific date and I find out that all the 
information is incorrect and the brother was not contacted. In fact he has been lost for years.  Save 
me some time. If a brother is lost say so. It will save me an unnecessary call and many times a letter 
and stamp. 
 I also have received a number of calls this month from Councils asking how to short cut 
the Retention process or for me to explain why a member they tried to suspend was not removed 
from their Council roster. In every case it was because the process was not followed. The process is 
clearly spelled out in the FS Manual. If it is not followed Supreme will not process the suspension.  
If you have a question or need clarification on the process, ask your DD or contact me.  The idea is 
not to expedite the suspension but to save the brother by, solving his problem, transferring him to 
a new council Etc. and only as a last resort, suspending him.  Things will tighten up for the remain-
der of this year and Iõm sure next year as well.  When the State Deputy receives suspension notices 
with obvious errors that show that the Council did not make the appropriate effort before issuing 
the Notice, they will come back. We have had councils attempt to suspend brothers who have been 
deceased for years, are qualified for Honorary or Honorary Life, are disabled, have been unem-
ployed for a long time, are deployed. One of these occurrences can be an error and is the reason 
we review all of them. But when a number of these conditions exist in a single submission, it be-
comes obvious that due diligence was not done. 
 If this is not your Council thank you for your efforts. If it is, donõt be surprised if you get a 
call from your DD and a State Officer as well. 

 

Sorry for the soap box but it needed to be said. 
 

Bob Hack, FDD  
Retention Chairman 

Mar 27, 2010 
Brothers & friends, 
                  What a wonderfully busy evening we had last night at our final Lenten fish fry. We were 
all honored to have as our guests, Msgr. Jerry and Bishop Gossman. It just so happened to be 
Bishop Gossmanõs birthday and  we helped him celebrate it with a cake and sang him happy birth-
day. It is always an honor to have members of the clergy visit our Council especially those who are 
still very dear to us.  SK Rich Ferraro PGK, Council 2546 
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North Carolina Third Degree Schedule For Balance of Year 

and the start of fraternal year 2010/2011 

Any council wishing to host a Third Degree during the next fraternal year should put 
their bid in to me at donofrio@nc.rr.com as soon as possible but no later than April 
1, 2010.  The months still open are listed in the schedule.  It is possible to have more 
than one degree in a month, but they must be separated geographically (i.e... one in 
the East and one in the West). 
  
Fraternally, 

PSD Dave Onofrio 

04/24/10 Clemmons 9499 Bishop Waters Team CO Carney 

05/01/2010 Brevard 8886 Bishop Begley Team CO Dangelo 

6/26/2010 Fayetteville 9847 Triad Team CO Gouldie 

09/25/10 Jacksonville 3574 TBD TBD 

10/02/2010 Concord 7450 TBD TBD 

10/09/2010 Fuquay Varina 12119 TBD CO Rosati 

Nov 2010 OPEN     

Dec 2010 OPEN     

2/12/2011 Raleigh 2546 TBD TBD 

Mar 2011 OPEN     

Apr 2011 OPEN     

May 2011 OPEN     

06/04/11 Garner 11266 TBD TBD 
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Health Care Legislation  -  Are We Involved in Politics or Public Policy? 

 

 Knights in North Carolina have received several communications over the past several months from our 
Supreme Knight, State Deputy, and our Catholic Bishops requesting us to contact our Senators to urge them to 
not support the health care bill in its current form and amend the bill so it upholds longstanding policies against 
the federal funding of abortion. 
 

 These requests once again raise the question of whether or not what we are being asked to do is politics 
or public policy.  Many in our membership still feel uncomfortable implementing these requests because of the 
confusion in understanding these two concepts.  They often say, òWhatõs the difference?ó or òI donõt think we 
are supposed to get involved in government and politics.ó 
 

 The purpose of this article is to again clarify the difference between these two concepts and practices so 
that we can all understand and feel confident in following our leadershipõs directives. 
 

 The Knights of Columbus is a 501 (c) 8 non-profit organization, a fraternal beneficiary society.  The IRS 
Tax Law prohibits non-profit organizations from conducting political campaign activities to intervene in elec-
tions to public office.  An example would be financially contributing to and speaking out in favor or against a 
candidate running for elective office.  Thatõs politics. 
 

 However, non-profit organizations are permitted to conduct a limited amount of lobbying to influence 
legislation.  This is public policy.  This activity is limited to issue specific campaigns that are educational in man-
ner that typically deal with family and life issues. 
 

The Knights of Columbus have their own charter and by-laws that reflect the guidelines established by the IRS. 
 

 Given the differences between engaging in politics versus conducting public policy as defined above, the 
actions that our Catholic bishops and the Knights of Columbus are requesting us to take on the current health 
care legislation is entirely appropriate and should be implemented to the best of our ability. 
 

 I write to ask for your participation in another way to promote Church teaching and support the Catholic 
bishops of North Carolina.  In July 2008, our bishops inaugurated Catholic Voice North Carolina (CVNC) as an 
internet initiative to provide a voice for Catholics throughout the state on matters of public policy on both the 
state and national level.  Since its inception, CVNC has been effective in promoting Catholic values and beliefs 
with legislators who are shaping the laws of our state and nation.  Many other bishops in the United States have 
a similar system in place to promote the interaction of Catholic citizens in the development of public policy.   
 

 Catholic Voice NC also serves as an educational resource to teach Catholics about the truths of Catholi-
cism as they pertain to contemporary issues coming before our governmental leaders.  All statements are re-
viewed by theological and legal experts to insure that they avoid partisanship and speak the authentic teaching of 
the faith clearly. 
 

 As Knights, letõs join with our bishops in affirming a culture of life by standing in solidarity with them 
through registering and participating in Catholic Voice North Carolina.  You may learn more about CVNC by 
going to:  www.catholicvoicenc.org. 
 

 There is great potential in promoting Catholic values in the development of public policy in North Caro-
lina and in Washington D.C., and, I believe the Knights of Columbus can and should have a significant voice in 
promoting these values. 
 

Bill Dougherty, Advocate, Knights of Columbus Council 12455 
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A simple request from the Chaplain for a crucifix brought forth the Knights who not only filled 
that request but also a Holy water receptacle.   

Fr Joseph DiSilva,   
The VA Catholic Chaplain 

Fr Joe, John Kotz, Cardinal Gibbons Assy, the VA 
chaplain assistant, Jack Klemmer, Bob Wright, A mem-
ber of Good Shepherd Church, who met with Fr Joe 
and received his requests, Stanley Milewski, FN 2238, 
and the VA Chief Chaplain, Marvin Mills. 

Stanley Milewski,  Fr Joe, and 
John Kotz presenting the do-
nated holy water receptacle, 
and the donated Crucifix on 
the wall. 


