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A Message from the State Deputy 
 

 Brothers  all, we are now finishing our 1st month of the new year.  The Organizational 
Meeting that we just finished in July was one of the most outstanding and motivational meet-
ings that was presented by the Officers and Directors of our state.  I believe the Grand 
Knights will bring back to their councils the leadership that is needed to make North Carolina 
one of the most motivated and inspired Knights of Columbus councils in the world. 
 

 John Nussbaum, our Membership Director, has brought many new ideas to recruit 
new members.  The theme òBecome a Better Catholic ð Become a Knights of Columbusó 
should inspire and motivate all of our members to recruit and make better Catholics out of 

your entire parish.  John is eager  to work with Grand Knights and Membership Directors throughout our state to 
make a substantial difference in your council membership.  John will have a letter in each THK and will be sending 
phone messages to the Grand Knights and Membership Directors of every council.  John is setting a goal for a 
minimum of (29) 1st Degrees every month.  That is only one Degree per district and I, as your State Deputy, know 
that we are more talented and can do better than (29) 1st Degrees in every month for the remainder of the year.   
 

 Mike Durbin laid out an outstanding program for all Directors and Chairmen to follow.  Mike is also avail-
able to work with the Directors of all councils and District Deputies as well as Grand Knights.  We had an excep-
tional year  last year and I, along with Mike, know that can we far exceed last yearõs goals with a little extra effort.   
 

 The Regional District Deputies and District Deputies are all awaiting a call from each of their councils on 
how they can help you, the Grand Knights, to achieve your goals in both membership and programs.  They are 
also available to assist you in anything you need in any way, shape or form. 
 

 The Directors and Staff will make themselves available to any council that is in need of their expertise and 
assistance.  I believe our Staff of Directors and Chairmen are the best we have ever hadéPLEASE USE THEM. 
 

 I am looking forward to this year being the best year the North Carolina State Council has ever seen.  As 
you know, we set a new record for membership last year of 1,059 new members.  RECORDS ARE MADE TO 
BE BROKEN AND  THIS RECORD MUST BE BROKEN IN THE YEAR 2010-2011.  I BELIEVE, ALONG 
WITH OUR MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR, THAT 1,200 NEW MEMBERS THIS YEAR SHOULD BE A 
MINIMUM NUMBER TO BE MET THIS YEAR.  
 
Vivat Jesus, 
 
State Deputy Dave Jones 
 

Live, Laugh and Loveéyour Church, your Family, yourself and the Knights of Columbus  
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Dear Brothers, 
 

Vivat Jesus! 
 

 For the last few days I have been thinking about service and how I am called to 
serve their Lord.  As a priest this service is mapped out for me by the Holy Father, our bishops, 
and the people of God.  I am called to serve in a unique way---to make Christ present through 
Word and  Sacrament, to give him to a hungry world.  I fully realize, however, that you cannot give 
what you yourself do not have. I understand that I must fill myself with His Word and feed  myself 
with his grace so that I may feed others.  This reflection leads me to you, my brothers, members of 
the Knights of Columbus.  What does it mean for me to be a member of this fraternal order?  
What does it call me to?  Sometimes we can get lost in the fraternity and lose sight of what we are 
called to as members of the Body of Christ. 
  

 We all come from families who are as different as the change of seasons.  We find meaning 
in our relationships with us  as  son or father or brother, or grandfather.  Their blood is like our 
blood. They have, in a word our DNA.  If we are going to make this world a better place a holier 
place we must start with them.  I have been so impressed at the state meetings I was able to attend  
we honored your families, most especially your wives.   I reflect on the fact that Jesus came in time 
and history to  one place and there he preached his message.  He truly came as a brother to the 
family and the land he found Himself to be in.   It is from this family that His message was spread 
throughout the known world to this very day. 
 

 You and I are called to be the bearers of this message.  You and I are to be witnesses of 
this message by living it in our daily lives.  It was the dream of our founder for us to be lanterns in 
a darkened world.  We need to do that not only when we are an honor guard in a church service or 
raising money through our drive on behalf of children with infirmities.  We need to be the bearers 
of the Good News within our families, with our spouses, our children, our workplace, our 
neighborhoods.  Most especially we have been called to support our priests.  We are called to min-
ister with them.  How many volunteer as Lectors or Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist?  
How many are willing to serve as catechists or on any of the church commissions?  In my forty 
years of priesthood I have been blessed with Knights who have been there for me and a wonderful 
support in my service to God's people. 
 

 In  my humble opinion it is necessary to change the way we have our fraternal meetings.  
They seem to be more business meetings than a gathering of men who are led by the Gospel.  We 
need to time for prayer, for calling on  the Spirit of God to guide us , to bring those gathered to a 
greater awareness of this responsibility as Knights for the Lord.   We need to reach  out to brothers 
who have left the fraternity and strive to welcome them back.  I share these thoughts with you as a 
brother, a priest, a fellow Knight.  The field is ready for harvesting.  The time is right.  The Lord is 
with us.  Let us evangelize one  another, our families, our parish and by us let the message of Our 
Lord be heard and honestly lived by a world hungry for that  Word. 
 

As we prepare for the Supreme gathering in Washington, DC let us proclaim our willingness to be 
leaders in the world. 

 
God Bless you, 
 
Monsignor Richard M. Bellow, State Chaplain 
msgr.bellow@gmail.com 

mailto:msgr.bellow@gmail.com
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From:  John Harrison, Supreme Director 
 

 In Richmond, Virginia in 1971, there was a family that occasionally attended Mass usually 
showing up late and standing in the back.  Among the family of five, was a 13 year old son.  The 
father was what some of you would consider to be NOT quality knight material.  But a member of 
the Knights of Columbus Council #6189 took a chance, introduced himself and asked the father to 
be a knight.  The father joined and from that moment on, the family rarely missed another Sunday 
Mass and became involved in many church and community activities.  The father later became GK, 
DD, and a State Youth Director in Virginia.  That Knight was my father.  I was the 13 year old 
son.  The Knights of Columbus changed his life and it has changed my life.  It has made me a bet-
ter Catholic.   
 

 Brother Knights, this is the beginning of the farewell speech that I will give to the delegates 
and attendees of the 2010 Supreme Convention being held in Washington DC on August 3-5.   I 
share it with you because it summarizes why I am a member of the Knights of Columbus.  The 
Knights of Columbus has made me a better Catholic and continues to do so each and every day.  It 
is also the reason why most men join the Knights of Columbus and should be the reason why we 
recruit Catholic men to join.  The message is simple "Make Catholic men into Knights and make 
Knights into better Catholics."   
 

 I have heard some Knights over the years state that we should only recruit "quality 
knights".  I believe that every man that states he wants to join the Knights of Columbus is, at that 
moment, quality knight material.  Whether he continues to be enriched with our virtues and be-
comes a better Catholic is up to you and me.  I am thankful the Knight in 1971 didn't overlook my 
father.   
 

 As I look back over the past nine years serving as a Supreme Director on the 25-member 
Supreme Council Board of Directors, I realize that I have been truly blessed.  I have traveled 
throughout the order, to nearly half the states and Canadian provinces, meeting great Knights and 
their families.  Anne and I attended the 2002 World Youth Day in Ontario, gazed upon the tilma of 
Juan Diego at the Shrine of the Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City, attended the Papal Mass in 
Washington DC, shook the hand of President Bush, visited the birthplace of Pope John Paul II in 
Poland, stood in the gas chambers at the Auschwitz death camp, and met many cardinals, bishops, 
and priests.  Perhaps the most memorable experiences were our two pilgrimages to Rome where 
we were blessed with a private audiences with Pope John Paul II and Pope Benedict.  As we knelt 
before both popes, I was in awe and amazed at the great grace that had been bestowed on me.  I 
could tell you many stories, but let me sum it up and say that each experience made me a better 
Catholic.   
 

 I thank all of the North Carolina State Deputies that preceded and followed me.  Each has 
done a great job and has made my tenure as Supreme Director a true pleasure.  To each brother 
Knight that has blessed me with there tremendous fraternal spirit, I say thank you.  As I traveled 
throughout this order, I have always used North Carolina as the standard for what it means to be a 

Knight of Columbus.  The Knights in NC are truly dedicated to the virtues of our 
founder Fr. Michael J. Givney and we are faithful to our motto of "In Solidarity with 
our Priests".  Thank you for making me a better Catholic. 
 

John Harrison, PSD 
Supreme Director 
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North Carolina Third Degree Schedule 
2010 / 2011 

 

 

 
 

09/25/10 Jacksonville 3574 

10/02/10 Concord 7450 

10/16/10 Fuquay Varina 12119 

11/13/10 High Point 4507 

12/04/10 Wilmington 12017 

12/11/10 Charlotte 770 

02/12/11 Raleigh 2546 

03/12/11 Mooresville 7406 

03/26/11 Burlington 3498 

04/30/11 Fayetteville 2838 

05/07/11 Hendersonville 7184 

05/21/11 Roanoke Rapids 7232 

06/04/11 Garner 11266 

June 2011 Charlotte 10505 

06/18/11 Greensboro 939, 11101 & 13236 

For those councils hosting a Third Degree this fraternal year, it is very important you read the sec-
tion on Third Degrees on the CD I handed out at the State Organizational Meeting.  I will be send-
ing each of you much more information regarding the letter you will be mailing out, a checklist for 
what needs to be done and by when, how to properly communicate and prepare for the degree, 
what the distribution list will be for your degree, mail labels to be used for your announcement let-
ter, and a copy of the mail label sheets for you to use in conjunction with the state directory to use 
for your follow up emails and phone calls. 
  
It is very important that each host Grand Knight assign someone in the council who is a good 
communicator to handle the communications end of the degree and be the focal point for councils 

to contact.  It must not be the Grand Knight.  He will not have the time to do this 
and his Grand Knight duties. 
  
Fraternally, 
Dave Onofrio, PSD 
State Ceremonials Chairman 
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Food for Families 

 
 During the Organizational Meeting, you were made aware of our Food for Families pro-
gram for this Fraternal Year.  My question now is ð Have you and your fellow officers developed a 
program to support a Food for Families program in your Council?  If you havenõt, perhaps this 
idea may help you get started.  
 
 Later on this month, State Deputy Dave Jones will be presenting checks to each of the 
Bishops in the Diocese of Charlotte and Raleigh.  The check presentations are the results of last 
yearsõ Food for Families program.  They are the prorated portion of the one million dollars earned 
by the local Councils of North Carolina from the Supreme Council.  The checks are to be used to 
support the food bank programs in each of the respective diocese.  As I stated at the Organiza-
tional Meeting each dollar donated to a local food bank can buy up to $14 dollars of food from the 
master food bank warehouses.  Therefore, what if each council held a monetary collection during 
the second week of August and sent the proceeds to the State Deputy for an additional presenta-
tion to each of the Bishops?  Just think if 100 councils contributed $100 each, State Deputy Jones 
would present another $10,000 for the Food Bank programs in the Charlotte and Raleigh Diocese.  
Collectively, we would be instrumental in providing almost $280,000 of food for $20,000.  It would 
take a lot of food collection drives to equal that amount of buying power.  If you participate in this 
program, make sure your check is marked for the respective diocese of your choice and forwarded 
to State Treasurer, Jack Murray.  I will report the results of this effort in the next Tar Heel Knight.  
Next monthsõ article will include information on a Back Pack Program for kids in school.   
Remember, 33% of all people at risk of hunger are children under the age of 17.   

 
Vivat Jesus!   
 
Fraternally, 
Ray Wycoff, PSD 
Food for Families Chairman 
North Carolina State Council 
Knights of Columbus 


