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The Official Publication of the 4th Degree, Knights of Columbus, of North Carolina 

   
 

Worthy Sir Knights and Brothers All, 
 

Vivat Jesus! 
 

 Yes, Jesus lives and with the beginning of Advent, we all will realize the joy of the birth 
of our Lord and Savior.  During this beautiful time, let us all prepare for his coming.  Advent, 
like Lent, is a time of preparation and atonement.  We embrace His coming as a babe, He who 
is our Lord and Master.  Let us use this period for self reflection and prayer in preparation for 

Christmas Day. 
 Hopefully the joy and peace that the season brings will extend into a twelve month period.  It never ceases 
to amaze me that during the Christmas Season, kindness abounds from some many people, but wanes after the 
season is over.  Christ is with us 24/7, 365 days a year, in todayõs vernacular.  Letõs try to remember that in the 
months to come and spread the joy of the Christ child throughout the year. 
 If you were fortunate to attend the November 6th Exemplification in Charlotte, you were treated to an out-
standing Fourth Degree.  The Exemplars and support staff put forth the finest effort I have yet seen.  I have had 
many Sir Knights tell me that the Exemplification was wonderful and how much they enjoyed it.  I am most grate-
ful to those men for their dedication and hard work.  They make a Master look so good when the exemplification 
is stimulating, as this one was.  We now have 182 new Sir Knights added to our ranks in North Carolina.  Included 
in that number were seven (7) priests, two (2) religious brothers and one (1) ordained deacon. 
 I also want to extend my thanks to the many Sir Knights who brought their regalia and participated in the 
exemplification as candidate guides, at mass for an Honor Guard and finally to the Color Corps who also did an 
outstanding job.  Additionally, I would be remiss if I did not recognize the huge efforts of the Sir Knights and 
their Ladies from the host Assembly #3158, Concord.  They not only provided an outstanding hospitality suite, 
they covered all aspects of support for both the mass and banquet. 
Sir Knights and Brothers ð Job Well Done!  Thank you. 
 The collection at the Exemplification mass totaled $1,490.00.  At the District meeting on Sunday morning, 
our Faithful District Friar, SK Father William Lesak, told the attendees about Service Dogs for Vets.  These are 
dogs that are trained by military prisoners to be of assistance to veterans who have been incapacitated.  The atten-
dees voted to send the proceeds of the collection to this organization.  Else ware in this issue is a thank you letter 
and a certificate I received for the donation.  Thank you all for your generosity. 
 In other sections of this monthõs newsletter, there is an important item for all Faithful Comptrollers con-
cerning the traveling cards (Page 6) and another for all Faithful Navigators. (Page 7)  Please locate these items and 
read them carefully. 
 This issue will close the door on another very busy year for all Assemblyõs.  Thank you all for everything 
you do for the Order and the Fourth Degree. 
 I wish all, and their families, a very Holy and Merry Christmas and a Healthy and Happy New Year.  Pray 
that our economy improves so that our Brothers who have lost jobs will find employment in the new year. 
 

God bless you all, 
 

SK Robert J. (Bob) Grabasky, PSD, Master,   
Knights of Columbus Fourth Degree 
North Carolina Province 



2 

Advent ð The Gift of  Waiting 
 
 
 This past week I was asked a question you often hear in conversation this time of yearé"Well, are 
you ready for Black Friday?" Of course I said you bet and like so many making a mad scramble to the store 
I found myself spending 2 hours outside Wal-Mart (but more on that at the end). Back to the question: 
How do you prepare yourself to get ready for the holidays knowing you may have to stand for hours out-
side, waiting for something to happen? I have to say it's got to be more than the dream of a flat screen 
plasma TV, a laptop computer and the yearly ritual of gift giving. I have to wonder thought as I stood out-
side like some many others coming and going if some of us were missing the whole point of the season? 
After all isn't Advent all about waiting? Buy maybe not the kind of waiting we're so used to in trying to 
beat the crowds to the stores we ritually go through every year but waiting for our God to make Himself 
known to us in new and special ways?  
 
 Let's be honest, waiting is not something most of us like to do. In fact, some people consider wait-
ing an absolute waste of time. Perhaps this is because the culture in which we live has influenced our think-
ing, òJust don't stand there do something!ó  
 
 It's no coincidence that all the Gospel characters who appear on life's stage in our Advent liturgies, 
have all been òpeople needing to wait.ó Zechariah and Elizabeth needed to wait in their old age. Mary, a 
young, virgin girl learned to wait. Simeon and Anna, who were there at the temple when Jesus was brought 
in, waited as well. Advent is filled with waiting people. And at some point, all of them in some way waited 
long enough to hear those prophetic words spoken by God, òI have great news to share with you today."  
Zechariah and Elizabeth, Mary, Simeon and Anna all waited for something new and their waiting did not 
go unfulfilled. "Zechariah, your wife Elizabeth is to bear you a son." "Mary, éListen! You are to conceive 
and bear a son." (Luke 1:13,31) 
 
 Advent stories have something special to teach us and what it means to òwaitó. Let me share with 
you four ways you might want to prepare for the season: 
First, Advent people are people who appreciate waiting as a gift. Like a seed that has been planted in them 
and that starts to grow, they wait as if what they are waiting for has already begun for them. 
Henri Nouwen, one of our most gifted spiritual writers said it best, "waiting is never a movement from 
nothing to something. It is always a movement from something to something more!"  
Second, Advent people are pro-active & make responsible choices about how they wait. Most of us unfortu-
nately, think of waiting as something passive, pre-determined by events that are beyond our control. We 
end up victims of circumstance, powerless. 
Advent people know that what they are waiting for is growing from the ground on which they now stand. 
That's the secret. The secret of waiting in faith that the seed has already been planted, that something has 
already begun to grow. There is movement, even if they can't see it. Active waiting means you are present 
in the moment,  the conviction that something is happening where you are and that you want to be present 
to it.  
Third, Advent people are waiting people who learn to be patient. The word patience means the willingness 
to stay committed where you are and live out the situation to the full. It is the belief that what is hidden 
will make itself known in due time. Impatient people, on the other hand, are always expecting the real thing 
to happen someplace else and are unwilling to stay committed to where they are now. Patient people dare 
to òbloom where they are planted.ó Patient living means to live in the present moment and wait and rest 
there. Waiting nurtures the moment.                                                                          Continued on Page 3 
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 Finally, and most importantly, Advent people wait open-ended. Open-ended waiting is very 
hard because there is the tendency to want to wait for something concrete to happen at that mo-
ment. Unfortunately, much waiting is filled with wishful thinking: "I wish that I had that job, or 
that relationship, or that experience." We are full of these wishful ideas and our waiting easily get 
caught up in these wishes. We run the risk of attaching these unrealistic expectations to a desired 
outcome. In the end we try controlling our future. We want our lives to go in a particular, desired 
direction, and when things doesn't work out the way we imagine, we soon become disillusioned 
and frustrated.  
 
 Advent people are not wishful thinkers! They are hope-filled people like those in our Gos-
pel stories. Hope that trusts that the good news will come to pass, but fulfilled according to a 
promise made beyond their own imaginings and not their own preconceived wishes. 
 
 The Advent Season is a journey in which we are all asked to make by waiting deliberately, 
trusting that the promise made and fulfilled to those before us will come to us as well, new things 
that are far beyond our control, imagination, fantasy, or prediction. This is what we need to focus 
on the next time someone asks us òare you ready?ó  
 
Oh! Yes, and by the way, I waited on Black Friday by spending 2 hours outside my local Wal-Mart 
as a òSalvation Army Bell Ringer.ó I plan on doing it again in the coming weeks as I prepare to wait 
with others in joyful expectation for Christ's coming again!    

 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  
Fr. Bill Lesak, District Friar  

Continued from Page 2 
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Wounded Warrior Funds are always accepted anytime.  

The should be sent to the  

Vice Supreme Master, Robert J. Singer, PSD, FDM 

At 

2506 Canal Drive 

Wilson, NC 27896-1326 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

* * * * *  

Mark Your Calendars 
 

January 2011 
 

Right To Life Marches 
 

Friday, January 14, 2011 ï Charlotte, NC 

March begins at the Diocesan Center at noon 

More information to come 
 

Saturday, January 15, 2011 ï Raleigh 

Prayer Breakfast for Life ï 9:30 am 

Holiday Inn Brownstone Hotel & Conference Center 

Raleigh, NC 

 

Rally & March For Life ï 1:00 pm 

Nash Square, Raleigh 

 

Monday, January 24, 2011 -  Washington, D.C. 

Concelebrated Mass by the Bishops of North Carolina 

11:30 am at the Basilica 

Rally and March to the Capitol follows 

 

The above events need our support and they also need our 

Participation in Regalia 

Please plan to attend some or all and show that we,  

the Knights of Columbus are PRO-LIFE ! 



5 

 

 

North Carolina District Sir Knights of the Month 

 
 In recognition of  his many outstanding accomplishments,  

Sir Knight Eugene M. OõDea 
is enthusiastically awarded Senator Albert J Ellis Assemblyõs Sir Knight of the 
Month.  Sir Knight Eugene, in his role as District Deputy for District 29, has done a 
masterful job of  creating unity amongst four Councils.  That unity and fraternal 
spirit has now extended to the two Assemblies in District 29 as well.  By including 
the Assemblies in his planning conferences, he has fostered a brotherhood that has 
led to each Assembly supporting the other for individual events.  This cooperation, 
in turn, has led to a more robust support for community patriotic events.  His dedi-
cation to the Order, his Assembly, and his fellow Knights, along with his commit-
ment to Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism, make Sir Knight Eugene M. OõDea 
truly deserving of  this award. 
 
SK Kenneth S. Fischler 
Faithful Navigator, Assembly #1541  
 
 
 
  
 
This Sir Knight was born on August 9th, 1917. He is the oldest member of  our 
Council #8509 and our Assembly #3017.This Sir Knight made his 1st Degree on 
April 14th, 2003 and  has been in and very active with the 4th Degree since October, 
26, 2009.   
 He handles all of  the publicity, including emails, membership, and photogra-
phy for both the Council and Assembly. He brings his humor and vibrant spirit to 
every function we have. 
It is an honor to work alongside this Knight that is so full of  life and drive. 

Sir Knight Fred Hogan 
is our "Sir Knight " of  the month. 
 
SK J. Lozano 
Faithful Navigator, Assembly #3017  
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For All Faithful Comptrollers:   
 
Please read the following important notice from the Supreme Secretary regarding Travel Cards: 
 
 

2011 Travel Cards 
Cartes de membres 2011 

Tarjetas de Membresía para el 2011 
 
November, 2010 
 
FROM:  Emilio B. Moure 
            Supreme Secretary 
   
ENGLISH 
Please be advised that starting this year all council travel cards will be on white stock and all assem-
bly travel cards will be on blue stock.  There will no longer be a rotation of colored stock from year 
to year. 
With the implementation of the new Member Billing system online, local units can now order stan-
dard travel card paper that is not dated or color specific and therefore can be utilized for subse-
quent fraternal years.  Thank you. 
 
 
FRANÇAIS 
Nous tenons à vous informer qu'à partir de cette année toutes les cartes de membres des conseils 
seront blanches et les cartes de membres des assemblées seront bleues. Il n'y aura plus de change-
ments de couleurs d'année en année. 
Avec le nouveau système de facturation du membre sur Internet, pour les cartes de membres, les 
unités locales peuvent désormais commander du papier standard qui ne n'aura ni date ni couleur 
spécifique et par conséquent ce papier peut s'utiliser d'année en année. Merci beaucoups. 
 
 
ESPAÑOL 
Sirva la presente para informarle que el año que viene se imprimirán las tarjetas de membresía de 
consejo en cartulina de color blanco y las de asamblea en cartulina de color azul. En el futuro, no 
habrá rotación de los colores de la cartulina de un año al otro. 
En vista de la implementación en línea del nuevo sistema de Facturación del Miembro, los consejos 
y las asambleas locales podrán pedir la cartulina para tarjetas de membresía estándares, sin fecha ni 
de ningún color específico, así se puede utilizarla en años fraternales subsiguientes. Gracias. 
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For All Faithful Navigators: 
 
 Worthy Sir Knights I have been hearing some rumblings from pastors and 
priests that members of the Fourth Degree are òtellingó them that they will be show-
ing up for funerals and sometimes masses, without having asked if  it was OK with 
the celebrant.  Brotherõs we need to show our clergy more respect.  Donõt just òtelló 
father you are going to be there, ask his permission.  This is common courtesy and 
respect 
 
 This is especially true with funerals.  Just because the deceased is a Brother or 
relative of a Brother, doesnõt always mean that an Honor Guard has been requested.  
Work with the priest to determine the familyõs wishes.  We should never assume that 
we are needed and/or wanted. 
 
 This is also true when it comes to the use and/or wearing of  swords in 
church.  Some priests prefer that we do not draw swords in church, some prefer we 
do not wear them in church at all, while many do not have a problem with the 
swords at all. 
 
 The bottom line is that we perform Honor Guards at the direction and will of  
our priests.  It is the wishes of  the celebrant that dictate what we do in the Honor 
Guard.  When invited to be present, the Color Corps Commander should always 
speak with the celebrant prior to the mass as to ascertain his wishes as it pertains to 
the Honor Guard.  Again we ask, and do not tell, our clergy.  This should be done 
each and every time there is to be an Honor Guard, regardless if  you have been to 
that church many, many times in the past. 
 
SK R. J. Grabasky, District Master 
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DeSoto Province Vice Supreme Master Monthly Letter 

December 2010 
 
Brother Sir Knights, 
 
 Our Provincial Membership is growing nicely during November. We had four Exem-
plifications, North Carolina, Georgia Puerto Rico and Florida. The results from the first 
three totaled 393 New Members. The Florida Exemplification will be the Saturday after 

Thanksgiving so I do not have the results of that Exemplification yet. I am sure it will exceed 200 new members. I 
am writing this letter early due to my attending the Florida Exemplification and expecting another trip to Iowa 
very soon. A Special Thanks goes out to the District Masters who scheduled and carried out these Exemplifica-
tions. These 393 new members bring our year total to 717 new members vs. our goal of 2072 for the year, ending 
June 30, 2011. There will be several more regional exemplifications held this year. It is every Assemblyõs responsi-
bility to sign up new members so these exemplifications can be a success. 
 I encourage the District Masters to get Regional Exemplifications scheduled as soon as possible. Let the 
area know when and where you plan to hold these Exemplifications and you will have a better chance of a larger 
class 

Another bright spot in our Province is New Assemblies. I know of several that the District Masters are 
working on at this time. Joe Gubeli, South Carolina District Master sent me the paperwork for a new Assembly at 
Pawley's Island, South Carolina which already has 92 members. This is the largest New Assembly started in the 
Province since I became Vice Supreme Master. Again I encouraged anyone who has to travel 25 miles or more to 
attend a Fourth Degree Meeting, to work on organizing a New Assembly much closer to your home. I also en-
courage those large Assemblies or 250 or more members to look at how they can start a new Assembly from their 
membership and give more Sir Knights the opportunity to lead and serve the Fourth Degree. 

As you are aware the Wounded Warrior Program is in full swing now. I encouraged each Assembly to 
practice your patriotism by assisting with this program to send Wounded Warriors home for the Christmas Holi-
days. To date, as of 11/23 I have received a little over $23,000 in donations. We need in the neighborhood of 
$50,000 plus to be able to send ALL Warriors home. Please help with this program. These wounded Warriors are 
from every branch of the military and from every state in the union. They just happen to be hospitalized at Camp 
Lejeune Marine base and Ft. Bragg, 82nd Air Borne base in North Carolina. I cannot tell you exactly how many 
wounded warriors we will have as those wounded who are required to be in the Hospital at all times cannot be re-
leased to go home. The military does all they can to release those who do not  need full time care, to the Wounded 
Warrior Barracks, next to the Hospitals. It is these Wounded Warriors that we send home. We have had as many 
as 27 additional Wounded Warriors transferred to these barracks just days prior to our presentations of the checks 
for these Warriors to go home. We DO NOT hold back any of the Warriors in these barracks. They ALL go 
home. Please Help. Send all donations to me at 2506 Canal Drive  Wilson, NC 27896. Make all checks pay-
able to M.O.P.H. (Military Order of the Purple Heart) and write Wounded Warriors in the memo space. 

I hope this letter finds all of our Sir Knights and families have had a wonderful Thanksgiving. And I wish 
all a very Joyous and Merry Christmas. (This reminds me of Georgiaõs program of passing out pins that say òIt is 
ok to say Merry Christmas to meó. Great job Georgia.) I encouraged all of you to keep our Clergy and seminarians 
in your prayers, especially at this Holy time of year. 

 
Vivat Jesus and Merry Christmas 
 
SK Robert J. òBobó Singer, PSD, FDM, 
Vice Supreme Master 
DeSoto Province 
rjskofc@nc.rr.com 

mailto:rjskofc@nc.rr.com
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